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THIS  dttUghtf ul  oocattoo  of  our  Annual  Convocation  affords 
a  most  pleasant  and  much'Mred  opportiiiiity  lor  me  tb 
express,  in  the  name  of  the  University,  our  heartfelt  gratitude 
and  i^praaaliaa  to  ea^  one  oi  you,  devoted  members  of  the 
Secular  Clergy  and  Laity,  for  your  kyal  anirtanoe  and  whole- 
hearted co-operation  during  the  year  now  drawing  to  a  dose. 

Almighty  God  in  Hia  ben^cent  goodness  has  bestowed 
abundant  blessings  on  all  our  activities,  desptee  economic,  sttms 
and  financial  stringenqr  and  the  difficulties  consequent  thereto. 
TkaX  He  woMf  oontmue  thw  to  Uess  our  work  in  His  Cause,  and 
to  bless  each  one  of  you,  is  our  fervent  prayer  eadi  6*f  at  His 
altar. 

The  charaderisdc  note  of  the  modem  mind  is  bewilderment. 
This  bewilderment  is  the  product  of  pride  and  ignorance,  both 
unified  by  a  blind  acceptance  of  authority.  It  is  a  bewilderment 
whkh  is  fostered  and  propagated  Iqr  fashkm,  print  and  iterad^ 
and  these  three  are  the  chains  which  enslave  it  to  a  so-called 
authority,  not  based  on  reason.  It  is  difficult  to  come  to  grips 
with  the  modem  mind  bocaose  k  is  M  nebulous  and  shifting  as 
smoke  or  cloud.  The  attempt  to  meet  the  modem  mind  is  what 
Socretcs  of  <^d  called  ajcio^;^,  to  box  with  shadows.  The 
ooncrete  effects,  however,  oi  modem  mental  bewilderment  are 
everjrwhere  discernible,  in  the  individual,  in  the  economic  and 
f^^l  orders,  as  well  as  in  the  political  and  international  ones. 

There  is  the  bewilderaient  of  the  individttal  m  to  the  mean- 
ing and  purpose  of  his  own  nature.  It  has  been  iterated  and 
reiterated  an  infinite  number  of  times  that  the  individual  man 
is  a  mechanical  machine,  matter  mod^  bjr  molioa,  a  higher 


upward  thrust  of  material  organization,  a  mere  assemblage  of 
conflicting  interests.  Or  even  if  it  be  admitted  that  life  is  some- 
thing different  from  matter,  the  individual  man  by  the  evolu- 
tkm  of  species  is  said  to  be  on^  a  more  complex  and  perfect 
organism  than  the  simple  vital  forms  frmn  which  he  is  descended. 

It  has  been  repeated  for  ever  so  many  times  that  man  as  an 
individual  is  sacred,  endowed  with  libertjr  (though  in  another 
Itteath  the  freedom  of  the  will  is  denied) ,  free  to  pursue  his  own 
interests  and  to  give  full  expression  to  the  forces,  particularly 
the  lower  forces,  within  him.  It  has  been  told  the  mdividiial 
by  innumerable  authorities  that  he  is  a  mere  creature  of  time, 
llMt  diere  is  notUng  substantial  baek  of  his  ideas  and  impres- 
sions, that  God  and  a  future  life  are  unknown,  unknowable  and 
unintelligible,  that  these  are  mere  fanciful  and  poetic  produc- 
tions. Hcnoe  the  coodusuMi  is  dawn  with  wearisome  monotony 
that  man  is  subject  to  no  law  either  of  logic  or  of  physical 
restraint,  save  a  law  democratically  imposed  upon  himself  as  an 
individual,  or  imposed  fagr  the  eoUeetifity  on  individuals  demo- 
cratically organized. 

In  the  economic  order  we  see  man's  bewilderment  intensified 
and  working  man's  ruin.  We  listen  to  authoritjr  after  authority 
implicitly  asserting  that  the  security  of  the  masses  it  dependent 
upon  the  protection  of  property  rights  to  the  neglect  and  exclu- 
sion of  human  rights.  We  kam  that  prosperity  ia  to  rise  from 
destruction,  and  security  for  the  proletariat  from  taxes  which 
are  always  passed  on  to  the  proletariat.  In  other  words,  we  arc 
told  diat,  when  at  last  we  are  able  to  produce  enough  goods  to 
furnish  all  with  a  comfortable  living,  the  comlortaUe  living 
will  r^^"  from  the  destruction  of  production  either  directly,  or 
by  excessive  taxation  indirectly,  instead  of  by  the  simple  expe- 
dient of  producing  to  the  limit  of  our  capacity  and  distributing 
the  goods  thus  produced  by  suitable  wages,  which  are  only  goods 

in  anodier  torra. 

In  the  social  order,  the  order  of  the  family  and  state,  Ae 
bewilderment  of  the  modern  mind  reaches  still  greater  heights. 
In  marriage  secondary  purposes  bceooie  pnoiafy  and  primary 
purposes  become  secondary  or  no  purposes  at  alL   In  civfl 
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order,  the  state,  which  is  for  the  family  and  for  the  individtial 
by  natural  ordinance,  for  the  safeguarding  of  peace  and  the  pro- 
motion of  prosperity,  the  state  becomes  a  oeMed  ddty,  to  direct, 
to  regulate,  to  interfere  and  to  coerce.  Thus  a  sort  of  collective 
servitude  ettber  eeoaomic,  coming  from  organized  wealth,  or 
political,  coming  from  the  state,  is  being  pressed  down  upon  indi- 
viduals who,  according  to  previous  authoritarian  statements, 
were  supposed  to  have  at  least  a  modiewB  of  freedom. 

And  when  we  come  to  the  international  order  the  bewilder- 
ment IS  f^pfcme.  Pride  and  ignorance  in  the  various  national- 
ities, bound  together  and  propagated  by  a  divorced-fronKeason 
authoritarian  principle,  whether  communistic  or  fascist,  threaten 
not  only  peace  mi  prosperity  the  world  but  liic  very 
e«istence  of  civilization  itself. 

All  these  are  the  roots  and  the  fruits  of  the  bewilderment  of 
the  modem  mind.  What  is  the  remedy?  Intellectual  honesty* 
unrelenting  shwerity.  The  honesty  to  admit  that  Ae  world  has 
been  operating  on  false  principles  with  regard  to  the  individual, 
with  regard  to  economic  and  wealth-setting  factors*  witii  fcvod 
to  the  family  and  the  state  and  the  concert  of  nations. 

The  concrete  principles  for  these  orders  are  commonplaces 
w^you.  is  not  mody  a  mechanicid  or  chemical  org»- 
ista.  Man  is  more  than  a  glorified  anhnal.  Man  h  both  matter 
and  spirit,  and  as  matter  and  spirit  he  is  the  connecting  link 
between  the  miMerial  imiverte  and  God.  The  whole  universe, 
matter,  man  and  God,  are  bound  together  by  a  harmonioua  rela- 
tionship of  subordination,  which  is  the  logical  result  of  the 
mttuie  of  creatores  and  the  nature  of  God.  Destroy  this  har- 
mony, destroy  the  right  order  of  relationship  of  the  materud  uni- 
verse to  man,  and  of  man  to  the  material  universe,  destroy  the 
rdationshq^  of  man  to  God,  and  the  relationship  of  the  material 
universe  to  God  through  man,  and  by  every  principle,  logical 
and  psychological,  you  are  boimd  to  arrive  at  the  bewilderment 
of  Ae  human  mind  and  the  chaos  renilting  from  it,  the  evidence 
for  which  is  piled  up  high  round  about  us. 

This  Convocation  of  ail  the  Faculties  of  our  great  Univer- 
sity bears  doquent  testano^  that  the  bewiUefment  of  the 


modern  raiad  with  rcsud  to  questtoos  iuodamental  to  human 
life  and  human  happiness  has  found  na  entraaoe  hare.  Here 
research,  experimentation,  discussion,  flourish  unhampered  hy 
those  materialistic  prepoaseadoiif  uikmi  which  thejr  have  been 

wrecked  in  universities  less  fortunate,  at  least  in  the  ability  to 
apply  their  hml^  iat  the  pmotioa  of  a  fuller  life  and  a  fuller 
happiness. 

It  is  the  unreasonable  and  authoritarian  rejection  of  abso- 
lutes and  oltimates  which  has  finally  defeated  the  weU-oeant 
and  zealous  research  of  other  universities.  Only  the  truth  and 
the  whole  tmth  will  make  men  free.  It  is  necessary  to  see  life 
clearly  and  to  see  it  as  a  whole.  Starting  from  the  tmth  oi 
fundamental  principles,  both  philosophical  and  revealed,  and 
with  die  certainty  that  truth  cannot  contradict  truth,  our 
researches,  our  studies,  our  iUfvestigations,  our  teadiing  have  not 
been  influenced  by  the  assun«)tions  which  have  produced  mod- 
em mental  bewilderment. 

Here  the  conclusions  of  chemistry,  physics,  biology,  what  we 
may  call  the  human  sciences,  economics,  sociology  and  political 
sdenoe,  are  not  m  coniMet  with  fundamental,  assured,  absolute 
and  ultimate  truths  about  the  material  universe,  about  man  and 
about  God.  Here  all  the  sound  conclusions  of  natural  science 
meet  their  higher  interpretation  for  human  life  and  hufloan  hap- 
piness in  an  integral  philosophy  of  life  and  in  the  Catholic  Relig- 
ion which  is  the  crown  of  that  philosophy. 

Hence,  here  in  Fordfaam  Umveiaity  the  varieoi  Faculties  ol 
Religion,  Philosophy,  Science,  Literature,  Art,  though  unre- 
stricted in  proper  lines  of  activity*  are,  nevertheless, 
brought  to  a  higher  synthesb  and  a  complete  interpretation  in 
truth  looked  at  as  a  whole.  Here  at  Fordham  we  do  not  and 
cannot  accept  seeeedary  truths  and  secondary  solutions  as  pri- 
mary and  final  ones.  Here  we  do  not  and  logically  cannot  admit 
that  truth  can  contradict  truth.  Here  we  do  not  and  cannot 
concede  that  the  ultimate  conclusions  of  one  faculty  can  be  m 
fundamental  contradiction  with  the  ultimate  oondusiona  oi 
another. 

Here  we  deny,  and  logically,  that  there  is  or  can  be  any  real 


conflict  between  science  and  Religion.  We  go  furdier  than  Aat. 
We  anert  that  unless  science,  the  arts,  literature,  political  econ- 
omy, sociology  and  political  philosophy  are  humaniced  hf  sub- 
ordination to  higher  truths,  namely,  ultimates  and  absolutes, 
which  have  to  do  with  die  material  universe,  with  man  and  with 

God,  they  are  nullifying  themselves  by  nullifying  human  nature 
in  their  df^***  of  man's  true  position  in  the  harmony  of  the 
universe.  For  these  sciences  and  arts  are  the  servants  of  man, 

not  his  masters. 

We  go  stiU  furdier  than  dus.  We  assert  that  a  great  deal 
of  the  modern  bewilderment  is  the  product  of  the  modem  bewil- 
dered university.  We  say  that  first  of  all  this  bewilderment  is 
the  product  of  pride  which  theoreticaUy  or  practicaUy  excludes 
God  from  university  life,  and  hence,  in  a  prideful  exaltation  of 
man  by  divorcing  hun  from  God,  has  only  succeeded  in  besti- 
alizing  hun  as  somedimg  soldy  of  time  and  earth.  Wcsaythat 
this  bewilderment  is  also  sired  by  ignorance  which,  in  its  hatted 
of  absolutes  and  ultimates,  ignores,  condemns  and  anathematizes 
that  Scholastic  FhSosophy  which  has  had  so  much  to  aqr  dirough 
one  thousand  years  on  the  nature  of  man  and  on  die  nature  ol 
the  material  universe  and  on  the  nature  of  God. 

We  go  yet  further  and  say  that  due  bewildetment  has  grown 
by  the  acceptation  of  a  false  audiority  divorced  from  reason, 
nowhcie  better  illustrated  than  in  the  dogmatic  assertion  and 
acceptance  of  a  false  evolutionaiy  dieory  applied  to  akaost  every 
science. 

May  I  up  these  remarks  by  a  few  sentences  taken  from 
an  analysis  of  die  modem  mind  by  Hilaire  Belloc:  "The  Mod- 
ern Mind  is  confirmed  in  its  folly  by  the  fixed  idea  that  some- 
one or  other  somewlieie  'proved'  its  errors  to  be  truths  and  that 
the  proof  was  final  and  obvious.  *  To  all  this  die  Mod- 
ern Mind  has  added  an  ethic  of  whose  origin  it  never  heard, 
but  which  haa  for  its  audior  Comte.  It  is  the  worship  of 
Humanity,  and  of  Humanity  mortal.  That  is  good  which  makm 
men  happier  here— or  looks  as  though  it  might;  and  happier, 
not  mainly  through  the  satisfaction  of  justice  nor  even  by  a 
search  for  beauty,  but  m  seekuig  thmgs  much  more  tangible 
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and  perishable ;  mainly  the  body.  And  this  worship  of  ourselves 
in  the  place  of  God  is  lieanly  idoloroed  by  Nariooalian  oa  the 
one  hand,  and  by  the  Communist  cry  for  economic  equality  on 
the  other." 

In  the  face  of  all  this  it  would  seem  unduly  optimisdc  to 
hope  that  the  modern  mind  wUl  return  to  intellectual  honesty 
and  unrelenting  sincerity.  However,  there  are  enooiiram; 
signs  on  the  horizon.  Many  of  these  are  contained  in  an  illu- 
minating book,  The  LimitatioMS  of  Science,  by  J.  W.  N.  Sulli- 
van. Those  tempted  to  despair  will  be  encouraged  by  many  of 
his  remarks  and  particularly  with  this  paragraph  with  which  I 
would  dose:  "Science  has  beoome  self-conscious  and  compara- 
tively humble.  We  arc  no  longer  taugjit  Aat  the  sdeatific 
method  of  approach  is  the  only  valid  method  of  acquiring  knowl- 
edge about  redity.  Eminent  men  of  sdeace  are  insisting,  with 
what  seems  a  strange  enthusiasm,  on  the  fact  that  sctenoe  giws 
us  but  a  partial  knowledge  of  reality,  and  we  are  no  longer 
required  to  regard  as  aiusory  emydung  that  science  finds  itself 
able  to  ignore.  *  ♦  •  We  need  not  be  surprised,  therefore,  to 
find  that  the  discovery  that  science  no  longer  compels  us  to 
believe  in  our  own  csso^  futility  is  gieatod  with  acdamation, 
even  by  some  scientific  men." 

"The  fact  that  science  is  confined  to  a  knowledge  of  struc- 
ture is  obviously  <rf  great  liumanistic'  importance.  For  it  means 
that  the  problem  of  the  nature  of  reality  is  not  prejudged.  We 
are  no  longer  required  to  believe  that  our  response  to  beauty, 
(V  the  mystic^s  sense  oi  communion  with  God,  have  no  objec- 
tive counterpart.  It  is  perfectly  posnblc  that  they  are,  what 
they  have  so  often  been  taken  to  be,  clues  to  the  nature  of 
reality.  Thm  our  variom  aBpanmoe»  are  put  on  a  more  equal 
footing,  as  it  were.  Our  religious  aspiratioiw,  our  perceptions 
of  beauty,  may  not  be  the  essentially  illusory  phenomena  they 
were  supposed  to  be.  In  this  new  scientiiic  universe  even  mys- 
tics have  a  right  to  earist." 

The  modern  mind  must  return  to  intellectual  honesty,  to 
^pwwl^ringr  sincerity,  dse  all  our  seeming  progress  is  but  an 
illusion.   Here  is  our  privilege,  our  reqtooaibiliQr,  our  sacred 


duty,  Faculty  Members  of  Fordham  University  I  Heirs  to  an 
integral  philosophy  of  life  which  is  elevated  by  the  integraliam 
of  the  Catholic  Religion,  we  can  be  real  leaders  in  every  phase 
of  America's  educational  life  by  manifesting  in  public  effort 
and  in  private  endeavor  that  intdkctual  honesty  whidi  is  unre- 
lenting sincerity. 
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